ART
were  exceptions.   Speaking  generally,  you  are
mistaken."
"It seems to me/* said I, "that a nation has
to pay for remarkable musical endowments. I
regard the Germans as the most musical nation
in the world, but also as the least competent of
all in political matters; whereas the British, who
have so much less music in their souls, are the
most distinguished for political talent."
He regarded me with a satirical smile, but
would not take the twofold challenge, except in
so far as to say, with courteous dissent:
"I have my doubts as to both your superlatives."
It was time to break new ground, so I asked
him:
"Since you have been a penman (writing both
serious studies and works of imagination), and
since you have practised the art of music, do you
think you might return to either or both of these
fields if, by some turn of events, leisure were
forced on you once more?"
He shook his head, saying: "I should never
go back to the contemplative life. I am a western
of the westerns. Like your own Faust I say, not
'In the beginning was the word/ but 'In the
beginning was the deed ? * "
[He quoted Faust in German: "Im Anfang
war die Tat!"]
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